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Here at Fishbourne, we feel that it is an exciting time for the Friends organisation. 
Since the FoFRP were set up in 2005 we have enjoyed the loyalty of a core of 
Friends as well as some more recent arrivals and, so far, you have raised over 
£6000, largely through subscription. It has always been hoped that the Friends of 
Fishbourne Roman Palace would eventually become a self-governing organisation, 
with a committee drawn from the Friends membership making key decisions 
regarding events, funding and other activities. 


We are now delighted to be able to report that since the last newsletter, two of our Friends have shown an 
interest in helping to run the organisation. Both are well known at the Palace, being long-standing 
volunteers. We anticipate that their skills and enthusiasm will help build on the foundations that already 
exist and that under their guidance we will see the group grow from strength to strength. To aid this 
important transition, Rob Symmons, curator at Fishbourne, will provide a supporting role. In addition, 
following the recent Friends Event, several more people have offered support and we will soon be 
contacting these volunteers with a view to setting up a steering group. 


a a Be One of the first tasks facing this steering group will be to write a 
Resear ch Update | constitution for the Friends, establishing the rules under which it will 
NSS oes  onerate. We hope that they will then be able to initiate a programme 
external SITE of special events and oversee any donations by the Friends to help the 
PO OUES : ae en rm work at the Palace. It is intended that an improved calendar of 

2 esearch visits Bios the last meetings, lectures, fieldtrips and social events will be well received 
newsletter. We have also | by existing Friends as well as provide an opportunity to raise funds 

poe id Goodbye to Saad teal and swell the numbers of Friends. 

‘PhD student, Martyn Allen, 
SSNS you will all be kept up to date with any developments or decisions as 
work at Fishbourne, to return they happen. Like many other Friends organisations, key decisions 
fo Nottingham where he will BAT likely be made at an annual general meeting to which all 
write up his results. members will be invited. If you are interested in helping on the 

. steering group, or perhaps on the committee, (when one is elected at 

the next AGM - the date of which it is yet to be decided) please get in 

touch. We would love to have you on board! 


And very exciting results the 
look like being as well! 


Contact 


Fishbourne Roman Palace opening times 
: Fishbourne Roman Palace 
Salthill Road 

Fishbourne 


Now until January 31st: Open weekends only, 10am-4pm 
February 1st - February 28th: open daily, 10am-4pm 
March ‘1st - July 31st: open daily, 10am-5pm 

August 1st - August 31st: open daily, 10am-6pm 


West Sussex 
PO19 3QR 
Tel: 01243 785859 


Collections Update 
Following our recent successful The curator has been busy in 
reorganization of the bulk artefact . 

eciisation (see the last newsletter), the store, and at his computer 

I have recently turned my attention to the metalwork collection housed in the sensitive store. Admittedly, 
much of the work had already been done by a pair of our volunteers last year, but I was keen for the 
chance to go through the entire metal collection to assess its condition, as well as to renew the silica gel 
desiccant in each of the 430 boxes. The task provided the opportunity to create a database for the 
collection which could be used to create standardized labels, shelf indexes and form the basis for 
conservation records. The next stage is to enter the shelf location data onto our computer catalogue. Once 
this is done our metalwork collection will certainly rival any that can be found. 


The other ongoing task at the moment is the 
creation of a Procedural Manual. This 
manual details how we go_ about 
documenting the artefact collection and 
covers processes including object marking, 
deposition, acquisition, disposal, loans and 
movement. This will ensure that all processes 
are dealt with the same way and, importantly, 
will enable future generations of staff to 
understand the systems that we use. Valuable 
information can get lost if you don't follow 
these procedures and this manual should 
prevent such loss. 


The sensitive store following its recent audit 


Another task that is vital, but arguably far from glamorous is the creation and maintenance of object 
history files. I have spent a lot of time recently creating a separate file for every accession number in the 
collection. These are where every piece of information relevant to each accession will be kept. It will be 
where we file object entry and title documents as well as information about any research or loans relating 
to each accession. It will take some time to build history files for the entire collection, but I anticipate that 
they will be invaluable aids to collection management. 


Mummies come to the Palace 


We are expecting some exotic visitors to the Palace. We have recently been contacted by a 
museum in Brighton who would like to use the x-ray facility here at Fishbourne to radiograph a 
collection of Egyptian animal mummies. We were delighted to be approached with this request, 
partly because it is great to see our facilities being used for novel and interesting projects, but 
also because it is impossible not to be excited by the thought of a dozen of these ancient 
creatures visiting us, albeit temporarily. 


The mummies will include a cat, an ibis, several baby alligators and a "mystery package" of 
unknown content. These artefacts were made by the ancient Egyptians as food offerings, pets, 
sacred animals, and votive offerings. They can tell us about the fauna of the country, and 
indirectly, its climate, but also about animal domestication, veterinary practices, human 
nutrition, mummification technology, and the religious practices of the ancient Egyptians. 


This is a new departure for us and one that is unlikely to become a regular occurrence. 
However, we hope that this will be an early step in developing our reputation as being a focus 
for a variety of activities and resources. We are extremely proud of our Roman archaeology at 
Fishbourne but can offer so much more than that. 


Protecting our Heritage 


Over the last few months we have been 
keeping a very close eye on the mosaics in the 
North Wing of the Palace. During the spring, a 
puddle of water appeared on the Rosette 
Mosaic and no amount of bailing and sponging 
could remove it for more than a couple of days. 
At the same time, damp patches appeared on 
many of the floors on the east end of the North 
wing. Such instances are certainly not unique 
here at Fishbourne, with similar observations 
being made on more than one occasion in the 
past. However, unlike previous instances of 
damp, in this case the problem has persisted 
and the area of damp has grown to an extent 
worthy of some concern. 


When in the summer Eveline, our conservator, 
noticed areas of salt growth on some of the 
mosaics we decided to call in English Heritage. 
There followed two very productive meetings 
with our local Inspector of Ancient Monuments 
and a mosaic conservation specialist. Their 
advice has been to initiate a programme of 
environmental monitoring that will provide data 
relating to the visible extent of any problems 
plus monitoring of air temperatures and 
groundwater levels as well as the weather 
which will provide an understanding of the local 
hydrology. This monitoring will not solve the 
problem, but will arm us with knowledge that 
will help us tackle similar occurrences in the 
future much more effectively. We are now 
looking into the cost of this monitoring 
programme and hope to have it under way as 
soon as possible. 


In the meantime, the local water company has 
been called in and conducted a remote survey 
of the water main that runs to the north of the 
North Wing. They have identified an "anomaly" 
in the pipe, which warrants further investigation. 
We hope that excavations on the water main 
will reveal a leak that has been responsible for 
the damp and that fixing this leak will solve the 
problem. 


We are also considering a programme of ultra- 
violet light treatment of patches of algae growth 
on some areas of our mosaic. This chemical- 
free treatment is still at the developmental 
stage, and if we adopt it, we will be one of the 
first to do so in the country. 


We will, of course, keep you abreast of any 
developments... 


New Horizons in 
Archaeology 


On Saturday the 22nd of November we were 
delighted to host the Friends' event, "New 
Horizons in Archaeology". The turn-out was 
very good, and it was great to see so many 
established Friends in the foyer of the 
Collections Discovery Centre, as well as several 
representatives from the Chichester Chamber of 
commerce, Rotary club and even the Chariman 
of the Friends of the Weald and Downland 
Museum. 


The day aimed to update those present on all 
that is new here at Fishbourne (and a lot has 
changed in the last year!). A keynote speech by 
James Priory, the Headmaster of Portsmouth 
Grammar School, raised the exciting possibility 
of Fishbourne working in partnership with 
James' pupils. This would give us the chance to 
expand our already highly successful education 
department and offer an unique experience to the 
students in question. 


The presentation by Christine Medlock was 
greatly anticipated and for many was the first 
chance to meet our new director. Christine was 
also interested in partnerships, but this time 
between the Palace and the Friends. Several new 
projects, not least the planned redisplay of your 
museum, will require both funding and expertise 
and Christine hopes that the Friends will be 
willing to provide both. To enable this, she 
appealed for any Friends willing to help to get in 
touch. 


The Friends 
enjoyed lunch on 
the day and had 
the chance to 
chat with the 
keynote speaker, 
James Priory 


The curator, Rob, then provided an insight into 
his activities and, in particular, those of some of 
the numerous researchers that have passed 
through our doors over the last three years. 


Those who managed to attend all seemed to 
enjoy the day. The members of the Fishboune 
team certainly enjoyed themselves. It was a rare 
opportunity to meet our Friends and at last unite 
some names with their faces. 


Still 


F 5 Since the last newsletter we have been engaged in an 

Digging important fieldwork project. We are also planning a 

new project for the coming year. However, these are both excavations 
which are unusual to say the least. 


Back in June, Professor Martin Bell of the University of Reading, representatives from Butser 
Ancient Farm and a group of students spent a week at Fishbourne excavating the experimental 
earthwork in the paddock to the north of the Palace. The earthwork was constructed in 1985 under 
the direction of Peter Reynolds. It was intended as a long-term experiment that would enable the 
formation processes associated with bank and ditch features to be observed in real time. 
Observations were to be made through targeted excavation of the earthwork at predetermined 
times throughout its lifetime. 


The visit of Martin Bell and his team marked the last time the earthwork will be excavated. They 
observed buried land surfaces, made detailed section drawings, took soil samples and recorded 
the vegetation growth around the earthwork. This type of work may not be an obvious form of 
archaeological research, but is invaluable when relating archaeologically observed phenomena to 
real life processes. 


A different, but equally unusual season of fieldwork is also being developed on the site. It is a 
well known fact that, no matter how hard we try, archaeologists will not recover 100% of the 
artefacts from a site. Small and dull artefacts tend to be missed, leading to a bias towards larger 
and brighter objects in the museum collections. We have decided to excavate a small trench in the 
spoil heaps created by Barry Cunliffe in the 1960s. By sieving the spoil though a very fine mesh it 
will be possible to recover artefacts missed during the original excavations. Although these will 
be unstratified, they will give us a good idea of what might be missing from the stratified 
collections that are kept in the Collections Discovery Centre. We might expect to note a bias 
against fine fragile pottery, with breaks into smaller pieces, less obvious to an excavator. Perhaps 
we might recognize an underrepresentation of smaller species of animal, whose bones are less 
easily spotted. This would certainly explain the apparent absence of fish bones in the collections. 
It is likely that these were simply not noticed in the 1960s, rather than fish not forming an 
important part of the Roman diet when Fishbourne Harbour was only yards away! 


These are two projects that are certainly not run of the mill excavations. Rather than providing 
information about the ancient inhabitants of Fishbourne, they will give us information that will 
really help interpret the data that we already have from previous digs. At least as important, we 
are sure you will agree. 


Dates 16th-19th Feb 2009 26th-30th Oct 2009 
Family Fun Days Roman Army Week 


for Activities for all the family Join the Roman army for a day 
6th, 13th, 20th & 27th October 
yo Ur 2009 


12th-13th Sept 2009 
D lary Britannia Fun Time Thursdays 


Gladiators at the Palace Crafty activities for children 


